EFe  So...don’t take this the wrong way, but would tl
qualify as police brutality at all?

jerr  Calling the

DAWN _
The CCRB? The Civili3 JEEE
; Oh, yeah, OK, yeah.

ff the Force. But Bill saw the whole thing a  he says it’s no
problem. So I gotta go through a little song andRgance. Big deal.

Jerr  And you didn’t have to use your gun.

pAwN Oh no. Definitely not. He was just some stu!
drunk.

id

JEFE  But are you a pretty good shot?

JEFF “TIIT S oresiememianes) So what's he doin’ up there

anyway? Investigatin’ a crime or somethin’?
pPAWN No, he’s just saying hello to a friend.

JEFF He’s a friend of Mrs. Heinvald?
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Pause.
DPAWN Who?
JEFF  Mus. Heinvald. The lady in 22-].

DAWN (Confused) No. Yeah. (Pause) 22-]—Yeah. [ guess so.
(Pause) I don’t know her. I don’t know who lives there.

Jere Well, I don’t wanna say nothin’, but he’s liable to be up
there a long time.

pawN What’s it to you?

JEFF [ didn’t say anything. I just don’t see why you should
have to cool your heels in the lobby eating your heart out
while he’s upstairs gettin’ laid.

Pause.
DAWN He’s not gettin’ laid.
JEFF  Oh, come on.

DAWN Hey, look: First of all—we’re in the middle of our
shift.

JEFF  Oh my God, excuse me, you're right, it’s impossible.
Pause.
pAwWN Who did you say lives in that apartment?

JEFF  Mrs. Heinvald. Amy Heinvald. She’s an actress ora
model or something. She’s divorced. She’s . . .

DAWN Have you seen him here a lot?

JEFF  Sure, I seen him a few times. How long you been
working together?

Pause.
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pAWN What makes you think he’s . . . you know.

JEFF Because the lady he’s visiting has a very active social
schedule, if you see what I mean.

pawn No. Idon’t.

jEFE [ just mean she—

pawN What do you mean?

jEFE 1mean she’s got a lot of boyfriends. That’s all.

Dawn’s heart slowly breaks.

jerr  Hey, don’t listen to me. [ don’t know what I'm talking
about. Maybe I'm wrong. Maybe your partner is like, her
favorite uncle or something.

DAWN Yeah.

She moves away from hirm.

yer¢ Hey ... how come male cops are so big and fat and
fernale cops are so young and beautiful?

pAwWN Yeah, how come doormen never know when to

shut up?

jerr 1 don’t know. That’s an interesting point. Only I
wouldn’t be able to comment on it because I'm not 2
doorman. 'm a security guard.

pawn I don’t fucking believe this.

jere  Hey, the guy 1s only human. You gotta see this lady—

pawN Hey, look: I'm not talking about him. 1 don’t even—
Look, you wanna know something? I don’t even know why
I'm talking to you. And if my partner wants to take time off

his shift to go get laid with Mrs. Whatever-She-Is, you
know what? More power to him, that’s what I say—
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JEFF [ agree!

DAWN Because I seen hi
n him do more d
Nl - good for more people
ar mn‘}Irblc?dy I ever met in my life. And if he wantlz topse
odel in 22~], that is his business, not mine— )

JEFF  Sure!

DAW. —
th:nightazinot YOI;IE. And I don’t need to get hit on by
rman while h ’ : L
with some fuckin’ whore_e s upstairs gettin’ his rocks off

JEFF

Hey lady, I am not a door-
man, I'm a security guard.
I. told you three fuckin’
times already—

In fact, 'm a security
specialistl So—

DAWN

I don’t give a shit
what you are, just
keep your mouth shut!
Good! Just keep your
mouth shut! You talk
to me, you keep your

mouth shut, you unde
) t ?
JEFE  What? rstand;

DAWN What?
Pause.

JEFF
How can I talk to you

and keep my mouth shut
at the same time?

DAWN

Forget it. Forget
about it. Forget
about it.

Paguse.

JEFF  I’'m not trying to make trouble,

DAWN Just stop trying to pick me up.
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jerF  I’'m not trying to pick you up—

pawN Why don’t you try speaking to me like I was an
officer of the law? Just like, as an experiment.

yerF  I'm sorry. 'm not usually this attracted to police officers.

DAWN Well, you're lucky.

1€ 1oves diviy

yjere  What's your name?

pawnN Officer Wilson.

jere  Oh come on. What's your name? (Pause) Are you gfports
fan? Come on. That’s a harmless question. What dggfou like,
basketball? A lot of girls like basketball. It's graceyfl. Well, a
lot of sports are very graceful though, actually at’s your
Reling about the impending garbage strikezMy name’s Jeff.
Twaty-seven, never been married, nevgf been in debt.
Well, have been in a little bit of de actually, but that’s
pretty mBgh all cleared up now. I'pfa different person now.
Really. over a wholgfhew leaf—

pawN Would ySg shut up?

yeer  Sure, I'd be gla8yg#Why don’t you say something for a
few seconds and thepfM{ say something back and we’ll go
on like that. I'm gfodd®gn security guard for Christ’s
sake. I’'m lonelys shit. The¥g's three other guys in this
building and Jnever see them Ygcept on the video screen.
I'll shut up#l’d love to hear somQody else talk.

pawN Lffist don’t feel like it right - inute.

JEFE nderstand. I’'m not trying to makeR youble. And don’t
ligfn to me. I don’t know what he’s doin” W there. I don’t

Ky

ow anything about it.
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DAWN Can you believe this shit?

JEFE (Puts down his book) Yeah ... They probably don’t wam
you about this kind of thing in the Police Academy.

DAWN (A bitter joke) Sure they do. I took a seminar,

Jerr  What happens if there’s a major outbreak of crime on
your beat under these circumstances?

DAWN Oh, then I'm supposed to buzz him.
JEFF  Are there are lot of romances between cops?
pAWN [don’t know ... Some of them get married.

JEF‘F No, but, I mean like illicit, kind of behind-the-scenes
in the back of the squad car type romances.

DAWN You're gonna end up in the back of the squad carin a
minute.

JEFF  But seriously, is that a pretty widespread problem?
DAWN I'msure it’s no different than other kinds of jobs,

JEFr  Well, in other kinds of jobs people have affairs all the
time.

pAwN Well.
Pause.
JEFF  Are you in love with that guy?

DAWN Who.
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JEFF  You know. Your partner. (Pause) Because if you are, I
would say that you were in love with the wrong guy.

DAWN ['m not in love with anybody. I just admired him,
that’s all. OK? He made life a little easier for me in the
Department. OK? I mean, you look up to somebody, you
take them seriously—and then—That’s all. OK?

JEFE OK. (et ey

SAWN wirn AL 1K [1 11ULS. daise) Well, not exactly,
mean, my mother thinks I'm a little bit nuts, but I happen
to think that she’s nuts too, so there’s no harm done theyg
right?

JEFF  You have a lot of brothers? I bet you have g#ot of—

§ PAWN (On “bet”) But I guess generally thggre proud . .. I

was near the top of my class at the Agglemy ... Ijust...I
nst fucked up with this prick, thag€all. And now I'm
scriyed. Because I obviously regfly misjudged him, you
know{And for all I know J€'s been shootin’ his mouth off
all over¥ge departmentgfnd it wouldn’t have been so hard
to avoid tigwhole ging in the first place. But these guys
... I mean, thgy#€en so much horrible shit, it’s like they
don’t give a gefig about anything. So you gotta walk
around likg#you dowg give a damn about anything either.
But thg# know you sti¥{ do. And they wanna like, stamp it
out St you or somethingNdnd like, test you, all the time.

d it’s always like: “Hey—%$gou’re not men, you’re not
women: You're cops. Act like 8gps and you’ll be treated
like cops.” Only then it turns outsgey got a pool going as
to who's gonna fuck you first, OK? Rgad that’s fine. I can
handle it. You make them respect you. Rgt then somebody
decent comes along, and goes out of his Wiy to make life
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easier for you—and I didn’t even ask him, because I difin’t
expect anything different—I didn’t want anything different.
And then, Oh my God, it’s true love—Except whyh he

pmes down in that elevator, just watch: becausgf7’m gonna
b&¢he one who’s gonna be supposed to act likgfT'm a cop! I
medy . .. (Pause) And then I got you.

JEFF  So¥ar I'm like the nicest guy in the wjle story,
DAWN Y6 Ry - !

JEFF  So wh n’t you tell me your ngme?

DAWN Because paybe I don’t feel e it, Jeft.

JEre  OK. You dom{t have to telfme your name. But, uh, do
you want to, uh, d@yyou wangto go to a basketball game
with me tomorrow afernoghi? I got tickets to the Knicks
game,

DAWN [ don’tlike baske -"‘.-__=

JeErr  OK. Well, um, after I'r nished watchin’ the basketball
game with my mogfer, would Ypu like to go dancing with
me? I don’t wanyfto get you onfghe rebound or anything,
but I don’t kngfv if I'm ever gonWa see you again . . . I
know I'll seeffour partner again . . NSorry. I'm sorry.

3

pawn [dgf’t care. )
\
JErr .. JXe’ll put on our dress uniformS$ywe’ll go dancin’,
o
get bgfmbed and come to work. \

Dawgfstarts crying and tums away.
DA God damniit. . . !
What’s the matter? !

DAWN [ can’t be cryin’ onduty . .. !



