Scr eenpl ay



HARRY
(brushi ng past Rhea)
Excuse ne.

RHEA
May | have a drink, please?

HARRY
Vodka martini with a twi st?

RHEA
Bravo, M. Barber. You were paying
attention in class. (beat) Are you
married, M. Barber?

HARRY
No.
RHEA
Do you have a girlfriend?
HARRY
Yeah. I, well, we're living
t oget her.
RHEA
How ol d- f ashi oned of you.
HARRY
| didn't know we were here to
di scuss ny personal life.
RHEA
What’s wong with tal king about
your personal |ife?
HARRY
It’s personal .
RHEA
Par don ne.
HARRY

So, you wanted to talk with ne
about sonething, Ms.
Mal r oux. . . Roe.

RHEA
Roux.

HARRY
Roux.



RHEA
Yes. | have a job for you.

HARRY
Yeah, so you said.

RHEA
As | nentioned, there's an el enent
of risk invol ved.

HARRY
You nentioned that, yes.

RHEA
You do take risks, don't you, M.
Bar ber ?

HARRY
Do I?

RHEA
You took a rather large risk when
you took the noney from my purse.

HARRY
(handing her a martini)
Sorry, we're all out of tw sts. So,
what is this job anyway, Ms.
Mal r oux?

RHEA
My stepdaughter is going to be
ki dnapped. The ransomw || be
$500, 000. | need soneone to be the
t hreat eni ng voi ce on the tel ephone,
and for making that call and
collecting the ransomIl'mw lling
to pay ten percent. That's
$50, 000.

HARRY
Yeah, | can do the math.

RHEA
Are you interested?

HARRY
" m no ki dnapper.

RHEA
| don’t need you to kidnap anyone
because nobody’s going to be
ki dnapped. My stepdaughter, Qdette,

( MORE)



RHEA (cont’ d)
is sinply going to disappear for a
f ew days.

HARRY
Does she know t hat?

RHEA
It was her idea.

HARRY
Wiat do you need $500, 000
for? Your husband's rich. Wy
don’t you just ask himfor the
noney?

RHEA
My husband believes that his
daughter and | should be able to
manage on the all owance he

provides. | admt, it’s a generous
al | omance for reasonabl e
people. It just so happens that

nei t her ny stepdaughter nor | are
reasonabl e people. May | have
anot her drink, please?

HARRY
You realize, of course, that
ki dnapping is a federal crine and
that the FBI is probably going to
get in on this?

RHEA
First of all, there is not going to
be any ki dnappi ng. Secondly, ny
husband wi Il not involve the

aut horiti es.

HARRY
So what makes you so sure about
t hat ?

RHEA
| know ny husband.

HARRY
So let nme get this straight: A girl
di sappears, | nmake a phone call
collect the noney, | take ny cut, |

give you the rest, the girl goes
back hone, and everybody’s
happy-ever-after. |Is that the
deal ?



RHEA
Essential ly.

HARRY
That sounds easy.
RHEA
It will be.
HARRY
Are you a cop?
RHEA
Do | look Iike a cop?
HARRY
Answer the fucking question.
RHEA
No.
HARRY

You wearing a wire?

RHEA
A what ?

He feels her for a wire.

RHEA
(as he gropes her)
Did you find what you were | ooking
for? (beat) Maybe you better check

again. | don't want you to m ss
anything. (beat) Wth all this
excitenment M. Barber, | don’t
remenber hearing whet her you were
in or out.

HARRY
Wth all this excitenment, | don’t
remenber sayi ng.

RHEA
| need to know. Tine is of the
essence.

HARRY

| need to neet with this (dette.

RHEA
That can be arranged.



HARRY
Tonmorrow. Here. Al one.

RHEA
She’s only 17. You m ght need a
chaper one.

HARRY
You don’t have to worry about
me. | can behave nyself.
RHEA

lt’s not you I’mworried about.



